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NEW LOCATION!

After many years at the Mistasnihk building, we have moved to downtown La Ronge in the same building as Sask Power. We miss our Mistasnihk friends. Visit us, please!
We have bigger offices, more client privacy and a meeting space. 
NEW COORDINATOR

Clarence Neault, who many of you may know from the La Ronge Hotel from 1995 to 2005 joined the team in April as the new coordinator. He has been strengthening relationships with groups and government in the south. Randy and Clarence are working together to make things happen locally. Look for him soon in your community as he travels the north.
NEW CHAIRPERSON

At the Annual General Meeting held on June 28, 2008, Calvin Laliberte was elected to be the 2008-09 chairperson. This frees Gary up to promote the 20th Anniversary & Conference in 2009; and to work on the issue of Disability Income Support.

BOARD VACANCY
We invite any member of the Gary Tinker Federation to be nominated or apply for a seat on the board representing the west side.
BOARD RETIREMENT

After more than 15 years as a board member and friend, Antoinette Gardiner of Ile a la Crosse decided to retire, take it easy and travel a bit more, she told the board at the AGM on June 28th. She thanked Gary for helping her come forward as a person living with a disability many years ago. She will be missed. Gary will soon thank her publicly.
2008 PRESIDENT’S AWARD

Norm Halkett received this year’s President’s Award from Bill McLaughlin,  CEO of Northlands College, on June13 at the Student Achievement Day awards held in La Ronge. Norm graduated from the Office Support program and is having a successful work experience at Northern Lights School Division.
RECOGNIZING OTHERS

The Wawuhtewikumihk Group Home is the first group home on a reserve in Saskatchewan to be licensed with CLD (Community Living Division). They are an associate member of SARC (Saskatchewan Association of Rehabilitation Centres) and the staff are taking SARC training. Good work Edna and team.

NEW WEBSITE

Well, OK, not brand new, but new and improved and updated with new sections.
Please send comments to:

garytinker@sasktel.net
2008 GTF BURSARY

Watch for information in your community or school or call 800-365-5508. 

Deadline is September 30, 2008
Cameco Corporation sponsors this bursary.
NORTHERN LABOUR MARKET

The disability subcommittee of the Northern Labour Market Committee was renewed on May 12, 2008. We look forward to a vibrant relationship with all members. 

DISABILITY INCOME SUPPORT 
Gary as a person living with a disability and the federation as an organization are working with the Disability Income Support Coalition in Saskatchewan to lobby the provincial government. We are asking the government to legislate a separate income for people living with a disability who are excluded from participating fully in the labour market. We are asking for support separate from Social Services, set above the Low Income C O, and indexed for inflation.

DISABILITY and 2008-09 BUDGET 
This Government of Saskatchewan budget invests $3.0 million in additional support for the disabled:

• Doubles the Caregiver Tax Credit from $4,095 to $8,190

• Doubles the Infirm Dependant Tax Credit from$4,095 to $8,190

• Doubles the Disability Supplement Tax Credit from $4,095 to $8,190

• Increases the Disability Amount for Self Tax Credit from $7,021 to $8,190
• $2.9 million for a 2.3 per cent salary increase for approximately 300 CBOs; this includes a $1.6 million increase to support a network of CBOs providing residential, day program, advocacy and family support services for individuals with intellectual disabilities

• $2.4 million to support a growing caseload of individuals with intellectual disabilities accessing residential and day programs

• $400,000 increase, to $1.9 million, for the disability housing supplement

• $700,000 increase to support the Cognitive Disabilities Strategy
THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY of GARY TINKER’S WALK
A CELEBRATION AND A FALL CONFERENCE

THE EVENT: 20th Anniversary Celebration of Gary Tinker’s 650 km Walk in September of 2009
A three day conference and celebration to continue the efforts of the Gary Tinker Federation for the Disabled Inc to make long term improvements, in the areas of education and employment in the lives of disabled adults that reside in northern Saskatchewan.

THE MILESTONE: The 20th Anniversary of Gary Tinker’s walk from La Ronge to Regina in 1989.

THE SPECIFICATIONS OF THE EVENT: Tentative dates have been set for Sept 10 to 12, 2009.  
The conference will be on a Thursday, Friday; followed by a celebration on the Saturday. 

Thursday September 10, 2009 - Friday September 11, 2009

"FROM COMPASSION TO ACTION"

A Conference on the Northern Saskatchewan Perspective of Persons with Disabilities 
“Through understanding and compassion we will change the way people view disabilities in Northern Saskatchewan so we can answer unmet needs and provide employment and independence to those individuals living with a disability in Northern Saskatchewan.”
The conference will have two themes that work together. 

The outcome will be community toolkits for use by anyone or any group in each of the northern communities. 

The first theme will be to help communities, individuals living with a disability and those participating in their care to be able to identify the disability or disabilities. From this comes compassion with perspective and knowledge. 

This workshop will produce “awareness toolkits” for individuals, groups, or communities.

The second theme will be to take this informed compassion and move it to some kind of action that will affect an individual or the community or both. 

This workshop will produce “action toolkits” for individuals groups, or communities. 

There will be a report and sample toolkits after the conference.

We will be emphasizing the ‘northern perspective’. In this, there is a one special northern perspective to consider: disability affects everyone, it is non-partisan, it is not divided into First Nations, Metis, and non-aboriginals. The Gary Tinker Federation serves all its brothers and sisters.

In the words of Gary Tinker: "No one is excluded”. 
The Celebration and Party on Saturday September 12 of 2009

There will be a traditional gathering in the afternoon where people can participate, share, experience and join in the celebration in their own way. Communities will be invited to contribute to this gathering. Food, music, storytelling, entertainment, displays from all ages will be welcome. We are inviting conference attendees to stay for this. People from all over the north will be welcome to celebrate with Gary and his family and friends. Public figures, local, northern, provincial, and federal from First Nations, Metis and non-aboriginal groups will also be invited, depending on their availability. 

There will be an evening banquet to close the event and thank everyone.

We expect important announcements, impressive stories, and many memories. 

PHONE - EMAIL - WRITE – TEXT MSG

We want to know your concerns, questions and ideas about anything to do with individuals living with a disability north of Prince Albert, Nipawin and Meadow Lake.  Those in the south matter, but we are committed to northern individuals with a disability.

20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION and FALL CONFERENCE


A Northern Perspective of Disabilities: “From Compassion to Action”
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This celebration and conference will be held in La Ronge in September of 2009. It celebrates the 20th anniversary of Gary’s walk from La Ronge to Regina. It is also a kick off for the conference which will focus on helping northerners identify a disability in themselves or someone they care for. The conference will also address the northern perspective on compassion and action. Communities will learn how to recognize and take action on behalf of individuals living with a disability. There will be also be a theme of a unified northern perspective, one that is not threatened by dividing the north into three irreconcilable groups: First Nations, Metis, and non-aboriginal. Disability has no favourites, and it is not divisive. As Gary stated 20 years ago: “No one is excluded.” 


There will be a traditional gathering in the afternoon where people can participate, share, experience and join in the celebration in their own way. Communities will be invited to contribute to this gathering. Food, music, storytelling, entertainment, displays from all ages will be welcome. We are inviting conference attendees to stay for this. People from all over the north will be welcome to celebrate with Gary and his family and friends. Public figures, local, northern, provincial, and federal from First Nations, Metis and non-aboriginal groups will also be invited, depending on their availability. 


There will be an evening banquet to close the event and thank everyone.


We expect important announcements, impressive stories, and many memories.
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Newsletter�





The Gary Tinker Federation for the Disabled Inc's main goal is to make long term improvements in the lives of disabled persons that reside in northern Saskatchewan.


The Gary Tinker Federation for the Disabled Inc (G.T.F.) is a non-profit organization established in 1989 to identify and address the needs of disabled persons in northern Saskatchewan


The Gary Tinker Federation is a member of:


The Northern Labour Market Committee (NLMC)


Northern Human Services Partnership (NHSP)


Supported Employment Training Initiative (SETI)


Cognitive Disabilities Strategy (CDS)


Disability Income Support Coalition (DISC)


Associate member of Saskatchewan Association of Rehabilitation Centres (SARC)


Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (SARC)


Saskatchewan Mental Health Coalition (Saskatchewan Mental Health Association)


Membership:


Regular membership in the Federation is open to northern persons with a disability.


Only members of the Federation have the right to hold office and the right to vote.


Become a member today!	To find out more call 1-800-365-5508


The Gary Tinker Federation is a community organization open to northern persons with a disability.�It strives to make long term improvements in the lives of disabled persons that reside in the north. �Services offered expand opportunities for its members to achieve vocational skills & job training.





WHAT WE DO


Identify the special needs of northern people with a disability and then create awareness everywhere.


Help establish self-help groups in local communities & affect community action.


Help establish a peer support network for people with disabilities.


Work with government and non-government agencies regarding service provision for northern people with disabilities.


To expand opportunities for disabled people to achieve vocational skills and job training


The Gary Tinker Federation for the Disabled Inc is located in La Ronge at�408 La Ronge Avenue


 306-425-6612�(1-800-365-5508)


Box 135, La Ronge,�Saskatchewan  S0J 1L0


� HYPERLINK "http://www.garytinker.ca" ��www.garytinker.ca�


garytinker@sasktel.net
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